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The retail prices of base commodities in the Jidda-Mecca area 


for the months September 1957 through February 1958, were as shown 


on the attached list. Ou 
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FOR THE AMBASSADOR: >: 
eo or a ae ae - é a 
+ - 
William D. Toomey She 
Second Secretary of Enbassy ON 
! 
A : 
Enclosure: PF o1 
Gi 
list of Retail Prices of Base Commodities : 
in the Jidda-Mecca area. 
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UNCLASSIFIED Encl. No.__ 1 _ 
(Classification) Desp. No.. 185 
From. vidda 

| Quantity or Price in Riyals/Q@rsh 2/ 
Items Measure 1/ Sept. Oct. Nove Dece Jane Feb. 
Sugar Oka 1/12 Wir ah Vh Wun 1/8 
Tea 2 10/— W/-- 9/-- g/-— U/-- 10/— 
Flour i" ~/163 /163 -/16} ~-/1e -/1s ~/18 
Coffee " 7/16 /2a 8/2 8/2 Sin Gl 
Rice " Vee Yu, Yu Yu yu Yu 
Fruits: 

Apples " ¥Yil Yun You Yuu YU WU 

Bananas " efit 71. SR AIL meme 
Yegetables: 

Toma toes " oF ts afm Wiek VY Yu V-- 

Onions " of Yl /11 -/isk -/l6s -/16} 

Potatoes " 17 ae Ya Wi Yee Yu Y= 
Meat w/bones: 

Lamb " 6/ — Glan Gee Blew Glan O/un 

Reef " /—- S-- Il/ie fies Wu lu 
Cloths: 

Silk (5500) Hindasa 1 fll 5/11 6/-- 6/i6i 8/-- 

Cotton ; 

(medium) Hindasa b/11 yYictk VU Yu Viet |/— 
Tumber Cu. meter yO /-= Y50/-~ 430/—= 1)30/-- 390/-- 365/— 
Steel Bars Metric ton 770/—— 785/-- 785/—— 815/-~ 800/-- s00/-- 
Cement SD kgse OF cae S/is s/is Sis SD fll 
1 / 1 Oka = 2-3/), lbs. 2/ f= 317 riyals - official rate 

1 Hindasa = 2/3 yd $l = 5 to 6 riyals (fluctuating) 


Free Market rate 
Some food imports are made at 
the official rate of exchange and 
some at the free market rate. 
1 riyal = 26.5 ¢ official rate. 
22 girsh = 1 riyal 
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- __OFFICIAL USE ONLY __ ae z 
Action Control: 13541 : 
Rec’d: July 19, 1958 
NEA FROM: Jidda 9:49 a.m. “ 
Info 7 
TO: Secretary of State 
W NO: 80, July 19, 1 p.m. 
INR 
ve Retail price basic foodstuffs increased sharply today con- 
IRS sequence disturbed Middle Eastern situation. Rice rose 2@° 
DCL percent, sugar 15 percent, wheat 7 percent. Commercial circles 
state general price rise other foodstuffs likely follow Suez 
ICA crisis pattern with hoarding rapidly dissipating stocks and uncer- 
CIA tainty future deliveries this virtually total import economy 
abetting upward price spiral. 
Gold rose from 48 to 51 riyals to 1 Saudi gold sovereign today. 
No movement thus far other currencies due in part influx exchange 
during pilgrimage and Saudi Arabian Monetary @gency free market 
stabilization measures earlier in week when 1 million pound 
sterling injected free market. Stability exchange market dependent 
ability Monetary Agency effectively intervene free et.=z 
Resources agency limited and excessive foreign peat Oe detignd which 
might develop if crisis deepens could easily exceed aa Central 
Bank, EF fig x 
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TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. July 29, , 1958 
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SUBJECT 





The retail prices of base 


commodities in the Jidda-Mecca 
arca for the months of March through vany 1958 were as show 
on the attached liste 


For the Ambassador: 


William D. Toomey 


Second Secretary of Embassy 


Enclosure: 


list of Hetail Prices of Base Comnoditics 
in the Jidda-Mecca area. 
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Fruits: 
Apples 
Rananas 


Vege tables: 
Tomatoes 


Onions 

Potatoes 
Neat w/Bones: 

Lamb 

Beef 
Cloths: 

Silk 5500 


Cotton (medium) 


Lumber 
Steel Ears 


Cement 


V/ 1 Oke = 2-3/) lbs. 
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1 Hindasa = 2/3 yards 


(Classificatior ) 
WWakTETy or 
MEASUREMENT 1/ March 

Oka Vi 
Oka Ae 
Oka 18 
Oka 7/11 
Oka 1/11 
Oka )/- 
Oka 2/11 
Oka efi 
Oka 162 
Oka 1/- 
Oka re 
Oka /11 
Hindasa 8/~ 
Hindasa 4/11 
Cue Meter 380/~ 
K/ton 820/- 
50 kge 5/- 
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Price initiyals/(ucrsh a/ 


April 


May June 
1/- 1/- 
9/11 9/- 

163 tee 
7/11 Pin 
1/8 V/é 
hy - W/11 
2/11 e/31 
4/11 af 

16) 16. 
ve ve 
8/- j- 
4/1 4/11 
1/- 5/11 
,/11 WYl1l 
350/- 290/- 
7),0/- 690/- 
W/iez = / Ly 


Jidda 


if. 
ee 
1) 
G/- 
4/11 
5/1 - 
T/= 


37/11 - 


275-350 
675-730 


4/14-5/- 


= 3.17 riyals (official) 


= 5 to 6 riyals (fluctuating) 


Free market ratee 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. 
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RETAIL PRICES OF BASE COMMODITIES IN THE JIDDA-~MECCA AREA. 


The retail prices of base commodities in the Jidda—Mecca 
area for the months of August through December, 1958 were as 


shown on the attached list. 
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For the Ambassador: 


Williem D, Teemey 
Secend Secretary of Embassy 
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| UNCLASSIFIED | End. No... 
(Classification) os No 
| QUANTITY OR 

ITEM September Usteber November December 
Sugar Oka V54 1/54 Vy 1/- 
Flour Oka /20 /16 /16 /16 /16 
Tea Oka 12/— 12/. 12/— 12/- 137 
Coffee Cie g/l 8/as b/d 8/11 8/- 
Rice Oka Wii Yu wvWu Yu 1/54 
Fruits: 

Apples Oka 6/= Wu in 3/11 3/- 

Bananas Oka 2/11 2/1 2/11 2/11 2/ 
Vegetables: 

Tomatoes Oka 3/- 3/- 4/- 3/- 2/1 

Onions Oka /16% /ist /168 /163 /163 

Potatoes Oka Yu 1/53 Vu 52 1/5é 
Meat w/bones: 

Lamb Oka 8/- 6/8 6/8 6/8 6/7 

Beef Oka 4/1 4/5 4/5 4/5 L/5 
Cleth: 

Silk 5500 Hindasa Tf 6/11 6/11 6/11 6/- 

Cotton (m) Hindasa 37 i. 2/ X23. 2/11 3 3/~ 
Lumber Cu Meter 350 315 320 320 310 
Steel Bars M/Ton 73 * 705 680 680 650 
Cement 5O Kgs 5/- 5/- S/- 5/4 44/20 








1/ 1 Oka = 2~3/) lbs. 
1 Hindasa = 2/3 yards 
2/ $1 = 3017 riyals (efficial) 


$l = 5 to 6 riyals (fluctuating) 
Free market rate 
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The retail prices of base commodities in the Jidda-Mecca area for the sa 
months of January through June, 1959 were as shown on the attached sats es 
Jul Donald {4 Heath Zo 
ul 
ennai. 
Retail prices of base commodities. 
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1 Hindasa s 2/3 yards 


2/ $1 = 3.17 riyals (official) 


$1 = 5 to 6 riyals (fluctuating) 
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| UNCLASSIFIED Encl. No.2 
| (Classification) — No Tr 
Quantity or Pees ie Reale, Cuereh 
Item Measurement 1/ Jane Feb. March April June 
Sugar Oka 1600 1600 620 s20 020 620 
Flour Oka e16 =o 16 016 015 015 oly 
Tea Oka 12.00 12.00 12.00 11.00 11.00 10.00 
Coffee Oka 8.00 8.00 7.11 7.00 7.00 611 
Fruits: 4 
sien Oka 3000 3:3 3.12 3500 H12 32 
Bananas Oke, - 2.00 2.00 2611 2.00 2.00 2.00 
Vegetables: 
Tomatoes Oka 200 1.00 «165 14600 2.21 2,00 
Onions Oka e163 0162 0162 «2.16 2 wD 
Potatoes Oka 1.5% 1.00 1.00 1,00 1.00 .163 
Meat W/Bones : 
Lamb Oka Sa SEn Tad Cah Gee &< 8 
Beef Oka hoGS=F Gane Guy Sa? Sef 
Cloth: 
Silk 5500 Hindasa 6.0 6.40 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 
Cotton (m) Hindasa 30 300 j3.0 30 2.16¢ 2.16% 
Lumber Cu. Meter 310.00 310,00 290.00 290.00 285.00 275.99 
Steel Bars M/Ton 650200 630.00 660.00 650.00 620.00 620.00 
Cement 50 Kgs. 


5000 bed 520 520 5.0 5.0 
to 
5.0 
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